
The following is a briefing for the week beginning June 8th on behalf of Dr. Cash.  

Dear Colleagues:  

Good news!  Buffalo Business First has announced that National Blue Ribbon School Frederick 
law Olmsted #64 is the #1 elementary school in Buffalo and #6 in WNY.  The Biz 1st Top 10 
are as follows: 1. Ledgeview ES (Clarence), 2. Lewiston-Porter Primary Education Center 
(Lewiston-Porter), 3. Dodge ES (Williamsville), 4. Sheridan Hill ES (Clarence), 5. Maple East ES 
(Williamsville), 6. P.S. 64 Frederick Law Olmsted (Buffalo), 7. Errick Road ES (Niagara-
Wheatfield), 8. St. John Lutheran School (Niagara-Wheatfield), 9. Smallwood Drive School 
(Amherst), and 10. Christian Central Academy (Williamsville).  Congratulations to Principal 
Marquita Bryant, her outstanding team, and the children and families that work hard to be #1 
every day!  
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Student Technology Leader (STL), Gabriel Maysonet, a sixth grader from Herman Badillo 
Bilingual Academy #76, is using knowledge he learned prior to virtual learning to help other 
students. According to his homeroom teacher Miss Starr (who is the STL liaison), Gabe has 
taught his homeroom and then another how to use Microsoft 365 and how to open Schoology 
assignments.  Gabe lives in Downtown Buffalo, and hopes to attend Hutch Tech, and then study 
computer engineering in college. “I want to prepare myself for my future, and I want to be a 
contributor to society,” Gabe says.  You are why we do what we do, Gabe!  Proud of you! 

 
 



International Preparatory School held in-person graduation over the span of four days this 
week.  While Buffalo News photographer Mark Mullville was completing his Class of 2020 
Project, Salute to WNY Seniors, a photo essay of seniors from all across the region (publishing 
begins this Sunday, June 14), he was appropriately amazed to learn that the IPrep salutatorian 
and valedictorian are a brother and sister from Syria, respectively Sara and Bashar Kattan.  The 
students entered our summer Jump Start Program in 2016.  The Jump Start Program is 
designed to develop and foster the academic capacity of newly-arrived English Language 
Learners.  How far they have come!  The Kattan’s story is one of so many rich stories about the 
determination and tenacity of our 2020 graduates.  You can read Sara’s valedictory speech, 
attached to the end of this brief. 
  

 
Sara and Bashar Kattan 

 
Photos of IPrep administration and students look on as individual graduations take place 

 
As we near 2 Million meals served to our children through our schools during the pandemic, the 
absolutely tireless role that Food Service and Security personnel have played has been nothing 
short of heroic.  These extraordinary District service employees have made sure that our 
children are fed and safe on a daily basis.  We salute their incredible service in providing stellar 
professional care and attention to our students and families during this public health crisis.  
They can’t be thanked enough!  We will extend similar appreciation and recognition to our 
Custodial and Service Center teams in next week’s brief. 
 



 
Head of Security Fred Wagstaff & BPS Security Officer Daniel Tadusz as  

Food Service worker Lori Steinman distributes meals 
 

 
Dr. Lydia T. Wright School #89 Food Service Workers 

 
Another Department working at top capacity is our Internet Technology team, who was 
recognized this week by one of our “irreplaceable” teachers, Christie Cunningham, grade 4 
teacher at Dr. George E. Blackman ECC#54.  Mrs. Cunningham wrote a note: “If I may be 
honest - our BPS IT Department has been nothing but OUTSTANDING. Not sure how IT is able 
to conduct business in such a trying time with such finesse - but literally, it has been awesome. 
Proud to work with such informed, engaged and knowledgeable people.  Every time I need help 
- someone follows up.  Cody walked me through multiple steps without pause, and Lesile -  
Whew! Wowie. No question is ever left unanswered.  Hope this isn't an overshare. Thanks 
again!”  An excellent endorsement from an excellent source!  We all concur. 
                   

 



This week, the Pulitzer Center Tweeted a quote from BPS Associate Superintendent Dr. Fatima 
Morrell regarding our adoption of Nicole Hanna Jones’ Pulitzer Prize winning 1619 Project, which 
we are grateful to have in our emancipation curriculum.  Further, Dr. Morrell says, “As we 
grapple with our national grief, confusion, and ongoing protest related to the senseless murders 
of unarmed Black and Brown men, women, and children, at the hands of those who are 
supposed to protect and serve, it is even more vitally important that we engage our young 
scholars in diverse, culturally responsive, emancipatory literature and curriculum resources such 
as the 1619 Project, that provide counter narratives and diverse perspectives on the legacy of 
slavery and its nexus to the status quo racial inequalities that we continue to experience today. 
Only when our young scholars of color can also see themselves within the curriculum, and as 
historical contributors to the “American story,” can they begin to see themselves as leaders with 
viable solutions that move themselves, our communities of color, and our entire country 
forward toward true freedom and equality.” 
 

 
 

The Office of Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Initiatives hosted a Pandemic Virtual Town 
Hall on June 11th from 5:00pm to 7:00pm to discuss the disproportionate impact of the global 
covid-19 virus on the life outcomes for communities of color.  Issues related to national and 
local current events including policing, profiling, public education, and public healthcare were 
discussed in regard to ensuring outcomes and social justice during these times of global 
pandemic. Featured panelists included Dr. Jevon D. Hunter, Woods Beals Endowed Chair for 
Urban Education, SUNY Buffalo State, Criminal Defense Attorney, Mr. Samuel Alba, and Healing- 
Centered Education expert Dr. Angel Acosta. Nearly 2,000 viewers participated, along with our 
MBK scholars, who weighed in with their unique perspectives.  Change the World, Dr. Fatima 
Morrell! 

 
 
The District continues to expand its COVID-19 testing partnership with the Erie County 
Department of Health.  Olmsted High School #156 was recently added to support increased 
testing on our City's East Side.  Weekly testing will be offered by appointment or by drive-up. 
County residents can call (716) 858-2929 for appointments for diagnostic or antibody testing, or 
for other general COVID-19 questions. 
 



 
Dr. Will Keresztes with ECDOH testing staff  

 
This week, we learned of yet another BPS Cabinet colleague, who will move on to lead a New 
York State district.  Sabatino Cimato was unanimously voted in by the Kenmore-Tonawanda 
Union Free School District Board as Superintendent of Schools!  In the last two years, four 
members of the BPS Executive Team have been selected to lead school districts across New 
York State.  “Tino” has followed Anibal Soler (Batavia), Dr. Eric Rosser (Poughkeepsie), and Dr. 
David Mauricio (Peekskill), demonstrating proof positive that the extraordinary reform occurring 
in Buffalo can serve as a best practice model everywhere!  Congratulations, Superintendent 
Cimato!  We are proud of you and of our former colleagues! 
 

 
 
Tomorrow marks the last Virtual Saturday Academy of the 2019-2020 school year.  Please join 
us! 
 

 
 
Be safe! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 



 
 

VALEDICTORY SPEECH BY SARA KATTAN 
 

Hello. Welcome to International Preparatory School at Grover’s 2020 virtual graduation 

ceremony.  An Arabic poet one said, “Whoever fears climbing the mountains shall live forever 
between the ditches.” This quote is metaphoric and shows that trial, strength, perseverance, and 

determination are important to success in life. Some events in life are unforgettable.  
 
I have always been a refugee. My family and I escaped from Syria to Lebanon, to Jordan and then 

found sanctuary in the United States of America. In Syria, it was a peaceful and serene existence 
before all the chaos came and darkness invaded so many people's hearts. Imagine yourself having 

everything and then losing it all at once. It was a never-ending, surreal nightmare. One day, I 
realized that my life had not gone the way I had always envisioned it to be. Because of the war, 
my only dream was to find a safe place to live. 

 
My dreams started to fade, and they became nightmares. My struggle to complete an education 

began when my family and I fled from Syria due to the extremely violent circumstances 
surrounding the Syrian Civil War. We knew that no place was safe. If we stayed, we would become 
victims, and this was the pivotal moment in my life. 

 
Once my family decided to move to the United States, my ambition to begin a new life grew. We 

were going to the land of opportunities. At that point in my life, an education and college were 
now a reality! Education is the key to improving the future. My goals include attempting to help 
the community to thrive and build a better generation. I believe that education is a treasure that 

can allow me to help save the world.  
 

I may carry scars from all I’ve seen and experienced, but I also carry a strength of spirit that was 
forged by growing up in war. Optimism and a sense of resilience helped me learn my hardest-won 
lesson that I must never give up on hope. It has strengthened my character and has given me 

perspective. I've seen more death and destruction in my short life than most adults have ever seen. 
I've seen the worst and I've been my best. 

 
Well, Class of 2020, we did it! (pause) We accomplished one of the major milestones of our lives. 
This is a major step in the journey of our lives, one that should be recognized for its immense 

significance. However, graduation is not the end goal itself (pause) it is instead a part of the larger 
journey of life. Wherever your future takes you, let it take you.  

 
They say enjoy all of the lasts: the last day of high school, the last test you take- but oh dear (pause) 
the Coronavirus pandemic took that joy from you. It is definitely another obstacle that I am sure 

will pass like all the other terrible circumstances that we all experienced at one point. But, before 
we can begin to reach for the stars, there is one more milestone that we all need to reach. We do 

not stop growing once we get our diplomas. This graduation has already shown us how capable 
we all are of accomplishing our goals when we commit ourselves to them. As we all continue on 
in our lives, let us take each new problem with confidence, knowing that we achieved great heights 

and are equipped with the necessary tools to tackle our futures.  
 

Now I would like to thank the following people that I owe a huge gratitude to: Our principal, Mrs. 
Dunne and administrators. Thank you for keeping things running smoothly and for always 
reminding us to work hard, have fun, celebrate successes and to go presidents. All of my teachers 

and staff, I can’t thank you enough for unselfishly sharing your time, talent and knowledge with 
us. What you did was beyond your call of duty. A special, huge thanks to my family, you are the 

heroes, you are always there for me to lift me up from my darkest moments, I thank you. I couldn’t 



come this far without your continuous, overwhelming support, you are the sun and the moon that 
lighten up my life. And thanks to my mentor Ms. O’Neill for always helping me make big decisions 
and for going above and beyond to help me reach my goals. My biggest thanks goes to Miss 

Cosgrove who planned the senior events and especially the surprise parade. It meant so much to 
us to see all of our teachers. Also, thank you, my close friends, and you know who you are, for 

getting us to this point. A huge thanks to my school mom, Ms. Freeman, you are a truly amazing 
teacher.  
 

You are the class of 2020. You graduate in a time of history when our world is dealing with 
enormous challenges. But, (pause) we have already shown our commitment to personal growth 

through making it to this ceremony. If we search for the definition of a successful graduate, 
common themes would be- dedication, perseverance, integrity, honesty, conscientiousness, and 
hard work. From all the terms that describes a graduate, the one I think should receive great billing 

is “perseverance”. I mean - you are the generation that will take the technology of today to new 
and dizzying dimensions. And who know? (pause) There might come a time that some of you may 

live on a space station circling the earth, or someone might find the cure for cancer. However, we 
can’t wait for you to come up with a vaccine for coronavirus. Let us hope for a quicker one, please. 
I have confidence that each of you cherished these precious moments we have spent together over 

these last 4 years. Because no matter how much you want to, you can’t come back.  
 

So, my challenge to each of you is to do all that you can do to reach your full potential. If each of 
you students in this graduating class is able to do that, just imagine the effect that would have on 
our world. The future is truly in our hands, so let’s make the most of it. Through diligent work, 

commitment, and a true passion for people, I hope we all accomplish our goals. Please remember 
that: you do make a difference. It is all worthwhile. You are loved. Your smile of success will be 

a symbol of hope. To leave you, Martin Luther King Jr. once famously said “we may have all 
come on different ships, but we are in the same boat now.”  
 

Thank you, 
Sara Kattan ‘20 

 


